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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reconsidemtion and fijrttier examination of the present Application is 
requested. Claims 2-7 and 16-] 7 were pending in the case originally fiied 
07/1 1/2005. These were rejected in a Final Office Action mailed 1 1/28/2006. 
Applicant filed a Notice of Appeal 02/23/2007, but did not .file an Appeal Brief, 
Instead, the accompanying Request for Continued Examination (RCE) is being filed 
tog<?tI)cr with tills Preiiminary AnicndiBent. A petition for extension of time is 
included, together with the appropriate fees needed for the RCE. 

In reviewing the prc^ecution history of the Appiicadon, it appears that the 
Claims should be restructured and restated so that the allowabiUty of the intended 
subject matter is more clearly apparcnt, I heixjfbre, Claims 2-7 and 16- 1 7 are 
canceled, and Claims 18-21 are added. The element nuiiibers from Fig. 2 of the 
present application included in the claim recitations to help detiionstrate that no 
new !:natter is being added herein. In some instances, moie common temiinoiogy for 
die elements is being used in the recitations, and die inclusion of index nunibers helps 
show wtiich eiements of Fig.2 are being refererred to exaedy. 

Previously, Heiiirieh, et ai., US 6470393 , was cited by the Office as 
anticipating the claimed present invention. Such does teaeli a similar solution to the 
same problem of conserving power in a data network^ but there are distinct and 
snbstantiai dififcrences, Heinrich 393 involves only one stage of power controi, and it 
reqiiii es addressing to engage die power control. Column 2, lines 61-65. When a data 
node is properly addressed, as recognized by an activating filter (AF), an associated 
microcoTitioiler (MC) is switohed betsveen inaciive and active modes using a voltage 
controller (UR). The address filters aird bus transceivers arc coirstatitly drawing 
power, albeit far less than tlie imcrocontioller woiiid if it was used to decode 
addresses as in the prior art. 

The Office admitted that Heinrich '393 does "not explicitly maitioii that the 
pmtocol controller (address filter) is turned off during a low power mode/' But 
pointed to Column 2, hnes 52-55. Heinrich '393 also does not teach first and second 
votege controUers (32 and 36) as are claimed in the newly added Claims 18-21, 
Heinrich 393 shows only one voltage controller (UR) in data node (DK), e.g. . Fig. 2. 
Thei-e is also onty one Jevei of wakexip (WE), 
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In the claimed present invetition, the data bus transceivers (34), pattern 
decoder (42), and appiicatiojis processor (44) mx? a!l placed in low power modes. 
Data activity on the bus wiU be sensed in a first stage of power eoutrol (32) that 
powers up the data bus transcei vers (34) and the pattern decoder (42). For exampie, 
the difTereoce between low power and high power modes in the data bus tE*an$ceivers 
am be the poweritig up the bus transoiiitcrs so the pattern decoder and application 
processor can talk back to the data bus. 

Once a data pattern has be recognized, e.g., by niatching to stored pattern 
vahies, a second stage of power coBtrol (36) powers up the applicatioos processor 
(44), Embodiments of ihe present itrveniion therefore employ two voltage reg\ilators 
(32 and 36) per node (12) to iniplemeBt the two stage power control Data activity on 
a previously quiet data bus will teiiiporarily waJke iip ail the pattern decoders (42) m 
ail tiie nodes ( 1 2), btit only tiiose nodes recognizing their target patterns will power up 
the applieations processor (44) for the respective node (12). Embodioieots of die 
present in vention will tlicrefore conserve fer more battery energy dtjring loiig periods 
of inacti vity. For example, cars are parked and tnmed otTfar more hours than they 
are acttiaiiy being dri ven and turned on. 



Respectfid iy subiB it ted, 




Dat^: May i4, 2007 By 

Richard B. Main, Reg. No. 33258 
(9.16)226-6745 
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